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About Thian Hock Keng
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Thian Hock Keng was built in 1840 along
Telok Ayer Street, a bustling meeting point
among min (@) businessmen and an
important congregation point for Hokkiens.
Upon the completion of Thian Hock Keng,
southbound immigrants who had just landed
or northbound immigrants heading back to
China would always stop by the temple facing
the waterfront to pray for calm waves and a
safe journey.

The construction of Thian Hock Keng signified
the transformation of an immigrant society to
one that planted its roots. The temple, hailed
to be the biggest building island-wide then,
took many years of sweat and toil and heavy
financial commitments to complete. It was

also deemed to be the religious centre for
the Chinese community at that time. Today,
although Thian Hock Keng is primarily a min
temple, its worshippers are not limited to
min descendants. It has transcended dialect
boundaries and worshippers are from all
walks of life.

Thian Hock Keng is a rare temple that
encompasses  Taoism, Buddhism and
Confucianism. In addition to its main deity,
Goddess of the Seas, other deities include
Goddess of Mercy and Confucius. Over the
years, it has continued to attract devotees
of different dialect groups and is especially
crowded during birthday celebrations of
deities.
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INTRODUCTION

GREAT DUKE JUPITER

Tai Sui (K%) is also known as the Great Duke Jupiter. It is an intangible star
which moves directly opposite of the planet Jupiter. Taoism personified the star.

In Chinese mythology, the Great Duke Jupiter holds a position in the celestial
heaven and is in charge of the mortal world’s affairs. Tai Sui is an important
aspect in Chinese Astrology, Fengshui and Taoism.

HISTORY OF TAI SUI

It was also believed that the term “Tai Sui” was recorded during the Eastern
Han Dynasty (25-220 CE). In Taoism, some suggested that the “Twenty-Eight
Mansions”' or “Er Shi Ba Xiu Tai Sui” (Z+/\%&X%) were named to honour
the slain Chinese generals who fought in the Rebellion of Emperor Guangwu
(32 7) during the Eastern Han Dynasty (25-220 CE).

It was during the Jin Dynasty (1115-1234), when Emperor Zhang Zong (&&=
(1168-1208) started to worship his mother’s natal star to pray for her fast recovery
from an illness. Miraculously, his mother recovered without taking medicine.
Soon, the culture of praying to Tai Sui to seek blessings, known as An Tai Sui
(&K %), started to gain popularity.

1 The Twenty-Eight Mansions are part of the Chinese constellations system which reflect the movement
of the Moon through a sidereal month (28 days) rather than the Sun in a tropical year.
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LEGEND OF THE SIXTY HEAVENLY GENERALS

According to the Chinese zodiac, there are sixty heavenly generals who assist
the Jade Emperor in taking charge of the well-being of the Mortal World.

Each of them take turns to perform their duty for a year. Thus, they are known
as Ruling Tai Sui or Tai Sui of the Cycle. Most of them have military background
and are usually known as Military Generals.

The features and weapons of each Tai Sui signify the well-being of that particular
year. For example, if the Tai Sui holds a pen, it signifies political unrest for that
particular year. If he holds a sword or spear, it represents there is need to work
hard to excel.

In most Chinese temples today, Tai Sui is usually depicted by a statue of a young
boy holding a banner of “Dang Nian Tai Sui” (4%£:X%), which refers to the
Tai Sui on duty in that particular year. Its existence also serves as a reminder to
devotees to avoid misdeeds and carry out more charitable acts.
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RULING TA/ SUIFOR 2017
GENERAL TANG JIE

General Tang Jie (FE7R) was born during the Tang Dynasty at
An Xiang (£%), Hubei (#§1t). He represents the Ding You Tai
Sui (TEX%)in 2017. General Tang practiced martial arts when
young and had amazing strength. He became a royal graduate
an  in military affairs after taking his Imperial Examination.
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WHICH ZODIAC SIGNS ARE IN CONFLICT WITH TAI SUI?

WHICH ARE THE ZODIAC SIGNS?

Each year, there will be zodiac signs that have opposing forces with
Tai Sui. These zodiac signs are said to suffer some form of upheaval
and challenges for that year.

Conflicts with Tai Sui are commonly distinguished in 3 different ways.

1) Offend or Fan Tai Sui JBEK%)
2) Clash or Chong Tai Sui (#:K%)
3) Conflict or Xing Tai Sui (IX%)

One needs to know the sequence of the animal zodiac signs in order
to find out which zodiac signs are in conflict with Tai Sui.

The zodiac sign for the year will “offend” Tai Sui. The zodiac sign
directly opposite the zodiac sign for the year or six years apart is said
to “clash” with Tai Sui, while the zodiac signs that are three years
apart from the zodiac sign for the year is said to be “in conflict”
with Tai Sui.

ZODIAC SIGNS IN CONFLICT WITH TAI SUI'IN 2017

The zodiac signs that are in conflict with Tai Sui in 2017 Year of the
Rooster are:

Offend or Fan Tai Sui (JEKk%): Rooster
Clash or Chong Tai Sui (i%X%): Rabbit
Conflict or Xing Tai Sui (fl’k%): Rat, Horse
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PRAYING TO 741 SUI

Generally, devotees will require the following when
they pray to Tai Sui:
e Tai Sui Joss Paper
e Tea leaves and Candy
e Red Packet with money for blessings (Ya Sui
Qian [E% %)
e Basic personal information such as name, date
of birth etc to prepare the ritual scripture

PRAYING TO 74/ SUI AT THIAN HOCK KENG

AN OLD TRADITION

Praying to Tai Sui at Thian Hock Keng starts from the
2" day of the Chinese New Year till the 15 day from
8am to 5pm daily. The ritual follows an old tradition
of devotees preparing a red packet with money for
blessings or Ya Sui Qian (J£% %%), in accordance with
the devotee’s age where every 10 cents correspond
to 1 year of age. If the devotee’s age is 49, he or she
has to prepare a red packet of $$4.90 or more. This
tradition is believed to be practiced only at Thian
Hock Keng today. Tai Sui Joss Paper is also available
at the temple.

RETURNING THANKS

“An Tai Sui” (£K%) is to neutralize conflicts and
seek blessings, protection and good fortune at the
beginning of the Lunar New Year. One must return
thanks before Winter Solstice or Dong Zhi (% %)
to thank Tai Sui for the blessings and protection for
that year.
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Top (left to right):
® 2001 Architectural Heritage Awards

® 6th SIA Architectural Design Awards 2001
® SIA-ICI Dulux Colour Awards 2001 (Silver)

< Bottom Left:
o * UNESCO Asia-Pacific Heritage Awards
for Culture Heritage Conservation 2001
(Honourable Mention)
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