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Knowledge on Taoism

Origins of Taoism

Taoism originates from China, with its beginnings dating
back to Huang Di (¥7). It centred on Lao Zi’s teachings
and developed over the years by Zhang Dao Ling (3Ki&pR),
an Eastern Han Dynasty Taoist figure credited with founding
the Way of Taoism.
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About Thian Hock Keng

(Thian Hock Keng was built in 1840 along
Telok Ayer Street, a bustling meeting point
among min () businessmen and an important
congregation point for Hokkiens. Upon the
completion of Thian Hock Keng, southbound
immigrants who had just landed or northbound
immigrants heading back to China would
always stop by the temple facing the waterfront
to pray for calm waves and a safe journey.

The construction of Thian Hock Keng signified
the transformation of an immigrant society to
one that planted its roots. The temple, hailed
to be the biggest building island-wide then,
took many years of sweat and toil and heavy
\finanoial commitments to complete. It was

~

also deemed to be the religious centre for
the Chinese community at that time. Today,
although Thian Hock Keng is primarily a min
temple, its worshippers are not limited to
min descendants. It has transcended dialect
boundaries and worshippers are from all walks
of life.

Thian Hock Keng is a rare temple that
encompasses  Taoism, Buddhism and
Confucianism. In addition to its main deity,
Goddess of the Seas, other deities include
Goddess of Mercy and Confucius. Over the
years, it has continued to attract devotees
of different dialect groups and is especially

crowded during birthday celebrations of deities)
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San Qing

San Qing are considered the highest divine powers in
Taoism and comprises: Yu Qing Yuan Shi Tian Zun (£ 5&
JCIA KA ), Shang Qing Ling Bao Tian Zun (LR EXH)
and Tai Qing Dao De Tian Zun (X&i&f&X2). The 3 Divine
Powers are deemed as Creators of the Universe
by Taoists.
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The Heavenly Jade Emperor

The Heavenly Jade Emperor is the Supreme Power
of the Heavenly Realm, one of the three realms in
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Rites and Rituals

There are specific processes and
procedures of significance in Taocism,
known as Ke Yi (FH{).

Jiao ()

Jiao Ceremony (&) is an offering ceremony
significant in Taoism. There are many types of
such ceremonies. They are usually conducted to
mark temple completion, temple celebrations or

Taoism. a deity’s birthday celebrations.
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Joss sticks

Fresh Flowers
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Qing Jiao (i&ft) Ceremony

Qing Jiao Ceremony is usually conducted to thank
Deities for providing protection and
blessings. The Qing Jiao Ceremony conducted
in Thian Hock Keng temple usually starts with
the striking of the drum by a Taoist
priest at the auspicious hour before sending an
invitation to invite the Heavenly Jade Emperor
to join in the celebrations. Other local Deities and
Deities located in the vicinity are also invited. This
is followed by the chanting of Taoist scriptures
before the all-important Noon Offering. In
the afternoon, ceremonies conducted include the
Sending-Off of the Heavenly Jade Emperor; the
Birthday Banquet; Thank-You Offerings to
the Generals, Soldiers and Horses; and
last but not least, offerings to the spirits. The
last rite is when the Deities within the temple are
invited to return to their positions.

The Noon Offering

The Noon Offering is usually conducted at about 11am. It is when devotees offer
their best to the Deities. There are usually about 10 items that are offered,

A mark of respect

Is believed to communicate devotees’ offerings and
wishes to the Deities

Represents all is well all year round during the four

T - SEIERIEARD “XT7 RUEERBE, TR SR
o EIRAETEE— Rt Light « Light is interpreted to illuminate the way both in Heaven
223 - MR, RIERKZE and in Hades
o EEFRK, FIEEAIEAERAETR * Signifies a ‘bright’ future
* o BRXTHBAEEIE Fruit * Preferably round in shape to signify completeness
. L5 TZ ¢ Itis also a reminder of the existence of karma
B * BRI Tea * A mark of respect
EFgL o " BEEZW, EEAREERZE, BEERE Wine * A mark of respect
=R T AR “Treasure’ and Red Thread s ‘Treasure’ refers to a devotee’s most precious and
o J&RIRITFFIK treasured item that is offered to the Deity as offering.
EiR o ‘H’' REFWFAB. HIFEE. i= * The Red Thread signifies good tidings
o JERKRTER., N% Rice adorned with a paper * ‘Spring’ signifies new beginnings, new hope and new
P . B SSEH ‘spring’ flower (F£) prosperity
= X = Fa Gao (steamed Chinese Cake) ¢ |t signifies prosperity and promotions
& = o ‘LR’ % 2 T
& (EEFF) %2’ FRMIAZ B Prayer Icons (stamps and Talisman)  *  These icons represent the authority of the Deity
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Birthday Banquet

At Thian Hock Keng, the Birthday
Banquet conducted to mark the
Birthday of the Goddess of the
Seas, Mazu, has ten food courses
and ten seats. Taoists believe this to
signify perfection derived from
‘a perfect ten’.

iL3ES

LA ESEFNE, BelFREEXIT, SEHBEaAhERINENESZ—, MTHE
EFEMMNK, “ILI” BEsHEHRITEIEF#Trags,

EEEMITRIE, BIBEKERESER, SmiltNR2IFECHNEARTR, T
TREMEF. BXER.

Li Dou (¥L3}) Ceremony

The Li Dou (f¥L3}) Ceremony originated in the
Han Dynasty and was founded by Zhang Dao Ling
(3Ki&BR). It is a common Taoist ritual that honours
Light and is said to keep calamities away,
seek blessings and extend longevity.

Devotees will each light a lamp/candle said to
signify one’s ‘light of life’. After observing the
Li Dou (¥L3}) Ceremony, one is said to have cast
away bad tidings and anew brightness to
one’s life.
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XIEENHIE - BB Thian Hock Keng Birthday

of Mazu Ceremonial

Celebrations
FTRBRES L4 803047 #21ix Qing Jiao (i&#) Ceremony 8.30am
X R4t FHF11BE The Noon Offering 11.00am
nE T 42/t E Birthday Banquet 2.00pm
LI ESET Li Dou (#L.3}) Ceremony and
T2 f&E 78t IE Crossing the Bridge of Blessings 7.00pm

Crossing the Bridge of
Blessings
HFELEFAESOFENRZ—, #HEFE  Crossing the Bridge of Blessings is a ceremony

TEZE, TUKE. BER, fikdk3+E where devotees seek blessings and
2EIPBiE. protection from divine powers.
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Top (left to right):

® 2001 Architectural Heritage Awards

® 6th SIA Architectural Design Awards 2001
® SIA-ICI Dulux Colour Awards 2001 (Silver)

< Bottom Left:
¢ UNESCO Asia-Pacific Heritage Awards
for Culture Heritage Conservation 2001
(Honourable Mention)
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