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Knowledge on Taoism

The Birthday of Jade Emperor

The 9th Day of the 1st Lunar Month is the birthday of
Jade Emperor, and is considered by many Hokkiens to be the
most important day.
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About Thian Hock Keng

/Thian Hock Keng was built in 1840 along
Telok Ayer Street, a bustling meeting point
among min (&) businessmen and an important
congregation point for Hokkiens. Upon the
completion of Thian Hock Keng, southbound
immigrants who had just landed or northbound
immigrants heading back to China would
always stop by the temple facing the waterfront
to pray for calm waves and a safe journey.

The construction of Thian Hock Keng signified
the transformation of an immigrant society to
one that planted its roots. The temple, hailed
to be the biggest building island-wide then,
took many years of sweat and toil and heavy
financial commitments to complete. It was
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also deemed to be the religious centre for
the Chinese community at that time. Today,
although Thian Hock Keng is primarily a min
temple, its worshippers are not limited to
min descendants. It has transcended dialect
boundaries and worshippers are from all walks
of life.

Thian Hock Keng is a rare temple that
encompasses  Taoism, Buddhism and
Confucianism. In addition to its main deity,
Goddess of the Seas, other deities include
Goddess of Mercy and Confucius. Over the
years, it has continued to attract devotees
of different dialect groups and is especially
crowded during birthday celebrations of deities.
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Why is the birthday of Jade
Emperor on the 9th Day of
the 1st Lunar Month?

Chinese holds the Jade Emperor, who commands
all Heavenly deities and Earthly beings, in great
respect. The 1st month signifies a new beginning
for the seasons and the digit “9” is interpreted as
an auspicious and noble number. Thus they mark
the birthday of Jade Emperor on the 9th Day of
the 1st Lunar Month.

Significance of Sugarcane

According to folklore, during a Chinese New
Year in the Ming Dynasty (1368 to 1644), pirates
attacked natives living along the Fujian coastline.
Just as the natives were fleeing for their lives
and had nowhere to hide, a sugarcane plantation
appeared in front of them. They hid in the
plantation and escaped from the pirates. That
day was the 9th Day of the Chinese New Year.
The natives believed that it was the Jade Emperor
who saved their lives. From then, the natives
would pray to Jade Emperor at midnight of the
9th Day of Chinese New Year, and sugarcane is a
‘must’ to remember that fateful night. In addition,
sugarcane when pronounced in Hokkien rhymes
with “thank you”. This custom was brought to
Southeast Asia by our forefathers, and it became
a unique heritage in the region.

There are other folklores about the offering of
sugarcane. One relates to the mispronounciation
of the word “man” with “wolf” which resulted in
a massacre of Fujian natives during the Tang
Dynasty (618-907), and another relates to the
occupation of Fujian province by Qing soldiers
around 1640. Both folklores cited the natives
being saved by seeking refuge in sugarcane
plantations.
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Praying to Jade Emperor - The Jade Emperor Altar &
Essential Offerings

The ‘Joss Paper Jade Emperor Palace’ is the most important offering on the altar of the Jade Emperor
as it signifies the position where the Jade Emperor will arrive. The ‘Joss Paper Palace’ is constructed
using bamboo sticks, complete with motifs of deities, dragons and phoenixes on the facade. It comes
in a set of three. The ‘Palace’ in the centre is for the Jade Emperor and the ‘palaces’ on the left and
right are for the Three Divine Powers; and Heavenly and Earthly Deities respectively.
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Joss sticks & Water 7k

The Five Offerings and Ten
Offerings in Taoism

The Five Offerings in Taocism are:

Joss sticks: A mark of respect and is believed
to communicate devotees’ offerings and wishes
to the Deities.

Fresh Flowers: A symbol of life and vivacity.
Devotees may bring the flowers home to wash
away bad luck.

Light: lluminate the way to seek protection and
signifies a bright future.

Water: Source of life. Without water, the world
will not exist.

Fruits: Usually 5 (odd number) types of fruits
are offered including pineapples (prosperity),
oranges (auspicious), apples (peace), pomelos
(abundance) and bananas (fortune). Different fruits
symbolize different meanings.

At Taoist rituals, Ten Offerings will be offered. The
additional 5 offerings include tea, food, treasure,
jewels and clothing.

Light %T

Fruits %
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The Twelve Bowls

When praying to the Jade Emperor, Twelve
Bowls comprising 6 vegetarian bland and 6
vegetarian sweets are required:

Six Bland:

Lily Buds, Fungus, Mushroom, Vermicelli,
Bean Curd Sheets, Black Moss

Six Sweets:
Peanut Candy, Sesame Candy, Peanut Cake,
Red Dates, Longans, Flour Candy
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Other Offerings

Sugar Towers:

Pink in colour, it is made of sugar and usually is
a 9-level tower said to ‘reach the heavens’. The
‘sweetness’ is a blessing. It also comes in other
shapes and are usually offered in ‘odd’ numbers.

Preserved Sweet Fruits:
A sweset titbit symbolizing happiness.

Ang Gu Kueh:
A glutinous sweet snack shaped like a ‘tortoise’.
It also marks longevity.

Other Confectionaries:
The last siX other confectionaries have fillings
made from red bean, green bean, rice and others.

Noodle:
Also known as Longevity Noodles and signifies
longevity.

Longevity Buns:

Chinese believe one should celebrate one’s
birthday with longevity buns for a long blessed
life.

Pillow Buns:

These are shaped like ‘pillows’ and also look
like the digit ‘8’. These are offered only at major
ceremonies.

Hong Yuan:
A round shaped glutinous sweet snack which
symbolizes completeness.
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Offerings by Devotees

In addition to the Five Offerings, devotees offer
the following when praying to the Jade Emperor
during His Birthday:

Candy: For peace and harmony
Tea: A mark of respect to the Deities
Oranges: For good luck and fortune

Fa Gao (prosperity cake): Signifies prosperity
and promotions

Joss Paper

Tian Gong Joss Paper and Longevity
Joss Paper: A mark of respect to the Jade
Emperor and one seeks longevity, blessings,
prosperity and good health.

Goodwill Joss Paper and §i Fang
Goodwill Joss Paper : For many helping
hands from all directions to enhance fortune,
further career and overcome obstacles.

Fortune Rice Bucket

In the new vyear, the fortune rice bucket, which
symbolizes “Blessings in Abundance”, can be
offered to Deities. Thereafter, devotees can bring
the rice bucket home. Thian Hock Keng Fortune
Rice Bucket consists of the following items:

Rice: Signifies that one shall always have food
and be clothed

Radish: Represents good tidings

Pineapple: Signifies long lasting prosperity

Oranges: For good luck and fortune

Prosperity Cake: Signifies prosperity and
promotions

New Year Auspicious Ornament:
Auspicious and luck
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Top (left to right):

® 2001 Architectural Heritage Awards

® 6th SIA Architectural Design Awards 2001
® SIA-ICI Dulux Colour Awards 2001 (Silver)

< Bottom Left:
¢ UNESCO Asia-Pacific Heritage Awards
for Culture Heritage Conservation 2001
(Honourable Mention)
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158 Telok Ayer Street
Singapore 068613

Printing of this 1
brochure is Natlonal

suported by [ntegration
Council

]

MRT

EU TONG SEN ST

1 G RAFFLES
8 ocsc M INTERCHANGE
8 cente 5 2 mataccast
g < ¥ H
S $ Gouenshoe & republc §
Z I TCarfar 3 "Fam §
PICKERING ST CHURCH ST
4,
Great o
Py Copita "o,
Cenire quare > o
2 china 2
. £ sauore - 5
Ve S 3 warer 2
squore £ farfest 9 pwc g matel 8
Cenfral O £ puiding Of cattak IZ
CHINATOWN -
UPPER CROSS ST 1 CROSS ST
H =
g TELOK AYER
- & s
% MOSQUE ST =
& H
4 3
Ed BOON TAT ST
% PAGODAST i o
Z| | Robinson
3 SHHK Rd
3 5 Bldg
TEMPLE ST z ~
i z ki B
ansacae 2§ 23
: B B 5
2
MeCAUUMST 2
g 2
El g
2
z % 8
2 4 E
< ] Ed
s 8 3
Capital 8§
Tower =
Maxwel The g
Ra URA  mNDCph &
Fc Centre
MAXWELL RD
@ TANJONG
wkr__ PAGAR

B




